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My presentation 

EFSA and the EU food safety system: 

– The beginnings 

– Making the difference 

– Key achievements 

– Future challenges 
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Why EFSA was created in 2002… 

 Food scares (e.g. BSE, dioxins) 

 Loss of consumer confidence 

 Loss of confidence in EU food  
trade  

 Damaged trust in public  
authorities 

 Creation of national food  
agencies 
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EFSA as independent source of scientific 
advice and communication 
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Making the difference: 

EFSA 2002 - 2012 
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Independence… 

Scientific Cooperation…  

Partnership… 

Scientific excellence 
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A growing organisation 
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EFSA‘s remit: from farm to fork 

Scientific Commmittee and 10 Scientific Panels 

1. Animal health & welfare 

2. Biological hazards 

3. Contaminants 

4. Plant health  

5. GMOs 

6. Pesticides 

 

7.   Feed 

8.   Food additives & nutrient 

sources 

9.   Food contact materials, 

enzymes, flavourings & 

processing aids 

10. Dietetic products,  nutrition, 

allergens 
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Scientific Committee and Panels 

• Independent scientists selected based on their 

proven excellence 

• Mandatory commitment of independence 

• Declaration of Interest (annual and per meeting) 



Scientific Cooperation and Networking 

 

With… 

 EU-Member States 

 EU-Authorities and 

Institutions 

 Stakeholders 

 International Authorities 

and Organisations 

 Scientists worldwide  

8 

Committed since 2002 
to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe 



Scientific cooperation between 

Member States & EFSA via 

 
 

–  The Advisory Forum 

–  Focal Points 

–  Scientific networks 

 

Sharing expertise and knowledge 
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EFSA’s Expert Database –  

a growing database 

Status: 04/2012 
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> 3450 experts included 

AUSTRIA; 80 

BELGIUM; 115 

BULGARIA; 46 CYPRUS; 10 

CZECH 
REPUBLIC; 34 

DENMARK; 105 

ESTONIA; 6 
FINLAND; 61 

FRANCE; 234 

GERMANY; 295 

GREECE; 94 

HUNGARY; 35 

ICELAND; 1 

IRELAND; 66 

ITALY; 414 

LATVIA; 10 

LITHUANIA; 17 

LUXEMBOURG; 
6 

MALTA; 6 
NETHERLANDS; 

206 

NORWAY; 58 

POLAND; 39 
PORTUGAL; 63 

ROMANIA; 52 

SLOVAKIA; 27 

SLOVENIA; 30 

SPAIN; 208 

SWEDEN; 91 

SWITZERLAND; 
60 

UNITED 
KINGDOM; 385 

OTHERS; 304 

• Established in 2008 

 

• For EFSA & MS 

 

• To enhance capacity & 

transparency of the  

selection process 

 



EFSA‘s scientific outputs published in 

the EFSA Journal 
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Publication years 

Scientific opinions 

Almost 3000 scientific outputs published 
 



Protecting Europe’s 500 million 

consumers 

• Combating biological hazards, including zoonoses 

• Successful EU response to BSE 

• 50% reduction of human Salmonella cases 

• Chemicals in food 

• Re-evaluating all food additives 

• Mycotoxins e.g. aflatoxins 

• Nutrition 
•  Evaluating more than 3,000 health claims 
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Protecting Europe’s 500 million 

consumers 

 

• Animal health and welfare 
• Animal diseases e.g. Bluetongue, avian influenza 

• Welfare of animals during transport, welfare of dairy cows 

and other farm animals… 

• Foot-and-mouth disease in Thrace 

 

• Pesticides 
• 97% compliance with safe levels of pesticide residues in 

food 

• Review of all existing active substances on                   

market before 1993 
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Evaluation of regulated products  

 60% of EFSA’s outputs 



Protecting Europe’s 500 million consumers 

Major role in EU rapid responses to food-related 

emergencies and animal health issues: 
 

• BSE 

• Avian influenza 

• Contamination of pork by dioxins in Ireland 

• Melamine in foods 

• Nicotine in mushrooms 

• Q-fever outbreak in the Netherlands 

• Pathogenic E. coli outbreaks in Germany and France 

• New “Schmallenberg” virus 

• … 
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Working together, working for Europe 

• Yearly analysis of EU-wide situation 

• Zoonoses 

• Antimicrobial resistance 

• Pesticide residues 
 

• Food consumption data for exposure 

assessments 

• Increasingly sophisticated and harmonised data 
 

• Cooperation in risk communication 

• Advisory Forum Working Group  

• Information exchange (e.g. STEC)  

 

• Increasingly more structured cooperation  

• Medium-term planning with Advisory Forum,  

• Stakeholder Platform rolling work plan… 
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Working together, working for Europe 

Increasing scientific 

cooperation with Member 

State organisations 

over €9 million in 2012 to 

Article 36 cooperation and 

procurement 

 increase of €2 million 

compared to 2011  
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Open dialogue with interested parties 

• Public consultations (e.g. all guidance documents) 

• Stakeholder technical meetings, consultations 

• Webcasting for maximum transparency                         

(GMO, health claims) 
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EFSA sees risks to 

children from lead in food 

 

EFSA reports fewer 

pesticide residues are 

now found in food in 

the EU  Bakterien immer öfter resistent; EFSA 

untersucht Erreger in der 

Nutztierhaltung  

- Wirken Antibiotika noch? 

Hogyan lehet cafatokból 
hússzeletet készíteni?  

 

EFSA: plus de 75% des poulets abattus 

dans l'UE contaminés par des 

bactéries 

EFSA; GMO guidelines 
with NGOs  

Growing media interest 

The proof of the pudding 

Food e-news 
Efsa 

guidance on 
safety of 

botanicals 

Salute:biberon al 

bisfenolo; EFSA, 

confermata dose 

tollerabile 

France/E.coli : l'EFSA 
recommande la cuisson 

des graines germées 
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Building consumer confidence 

• Accurate 

• Meaningful 

• Transparent  

• Coherent  
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Risk  
communications 
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Responding to future challenges 
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Improve medium-term 

planning 

Science Strategy 2011-2016 

 Communication Strategy 2011-2013 

 Multiannual plan 2013-2015 

Improve efficiency 

Reinforce risk 

assessment 

capacity (scientific 

cooperation) 

Integrated multi-

disciplinary 

advice  

Develop 

harmonised 

methodologies  

Collect and analyse 

high-quality data 
Proactive approach to 

emerging risks 

Optimise internal 

scientific expertise  

Risk assessment training  
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Shaping the future 

 

• New risk assessment methods and guidance 

  nanotechnology, intelligent packaging 

 

 

• New fields of risk assessments: 

– New technologies  cloning 

– Safety of new products  novel foods 

– Efficacy/benefits  pesticides, health claims 

– Environmental impact  GM plants 

– Occupational health, post-market monitoring, risk comparisons… 
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Shaping the future 
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Climate change 

Changing  

demographics 

Trade from 

emerging 

markets 

EU’s 2020 

Agenda: 

importance of 

innovation 

Increasing 

complexity of 

work 

Emerging issues and trends affecting EFSA’s work 

New technologies 
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Thank you for your attention 


